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24 A crucial document is no. 3, 28 Oct. 1849, "Some Poetic Comparisons Between Country
and City," in Lettersfrom aTravelling Bachelor, first collected in Rubin, Historic Whitman,
318-23. Whitman sees fewer strengths than weaknesses in rural life. Coarse and insular, it
causes people to age prematurely and to harden, through enforced isolation, into "a singular
sort of egoism." Country life is fully as wicked as urban life, with the additional disadvantage
that "out of cities the human race does not expand and improvise so well morally, intellectually, 
or physically.

